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“PUBLIC HEARINGS ON THE ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL FLAWED” 

12 May 2014 

The Election Resource Centre (ERC), a think tank and advocacy institution on democracy and elections 

expresses deep concern and outrage on the level of seriousness shown by Parliament in the conduct of 

the recently concluded Public Hearings on the Electoral Amendment Bill.   

In a petition submitted to Parliament on the 8th of April 2014 jointly by the Election Resource Centre 

(ERC), Women in Politics Support Unit (WiPSU) and the Zimbabwe Human Rights Association 

(ZimRights), and subsequent statements issued after the announcement that public hearings had been 

conceded to, a strong caution was issued to the effect that cosmetic public hearings would not be 

acceptable. Parliament was urged to ensure that the spirit, true to the provisions of Section 141 of the 

new Constitution which insist that parliament must facilitate public involvement in its legislative and 

other processes and in the processes of its committees be displayed in the conduct of the hearings. 

While Parliament proceeded to conduct the eight public hearings as announced and in compliance with 

the provisions of the new constitution, a number of issues compromised greatly the quality of the 

planned hearings and these were; 

1.  Limited publicity on the dates and venues of the hearings. 

2. Limited, if any, prior circulation of the Electoral Amendment Bill in the localities of the venues of 

the public hearings 

3. Poor attendance by members of the Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs Committee.  Out of 

the 23 members, not more than five members attended each of the public hearings outside 

Harare 

4. No attendance by Members of Parliament elected in the venues of the public hearings 

5. Limited national spread of the Public Hearings with some provinces not being covered 

Whereas Parliament and in particular the Portfolio Committee on Justice, Legal and Parliamentary 

Affairs should be applauded for ensuring that the Public hearings actually did take place, it is deplorable 

that Members of Parliament, elected to represent voters across the country did not see it fit to account 

to voters by taking the hearings seriously.   



The ERC reminds all elected officials in Parliament that their ticket to parliament is at the benevolence of 

Zimbabwean voters, the same voters who attended the eight public hearings across the country.  

Further to that, the ERC implores Parliament to take seriously its constitutional mandate to ensure 

public participation in the business of the Legislature beyond just facilitating Public Hearings, which on 

their own do not ensure effective public participation in legislative processes. 

The ERC therefore demands that Parliament, in the spirit of public accountability, explains the 5 noted 

shortcomings in the conduct of the public hearings including measures that it will take to ensure that 

future legislative processes which, constitutionally, should provide for meaningful public participation 

are taken seriously. 

The ERC remains hopeful that the Parliament`s Portfolio Committee on Justice, Legal and Parliamentary 

Affairs shall adequately capture views which were expressed by the public during the hearings in its 

Committee Report and ultimately consider adopting such views in the final draft of the Bill to be 

approved by Parliament. 
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